
We have had an eventful 
few months since the 
last newsletter; our 
hardworking succession 
sub-committee has been 
working away tirelessly 
behind the scenes, and 
this culminated in a  
successful interview  
day. We met three can-
didates and, as you know, 
all three impressed us 
enough to ask them to 
audition for us on 16 
April (for more details, 
see Page 2). I hope, like 
me, you are all looking 
forward to meeting and 
working with them. I am 
happy to say that Colin 
has heard of all three of 
the candidates and has 
no concerns about any of 
them, which is great 
news. 
   Plans for our 2017  
50th Anniversary  

celebratory concert are  
moving on apace as well.  
Letters to previous choir 
members who might wish 
to sing with us have gone 
out. It will be interesting 
to see how many come 
back to join us. 
   Our concert before 
Easter once again went 
well and, although the 
audience was a small but 
select group, I think they 
all enjoyed it. Hidden in 
the midst of them was 
one of our candidates for 
the post of Musical  
Director. I took the  
opportunity to speak to 
him and he was suitably 
impressed with us.  
   Our thanks go to the 
‘usual suspects’ for all 
their hard work behind 
the scenes and on the day 
of the concert itself. We 
should never forget that 

our concerts would not 
run so smoothly (if at all) 
without the efforts of 
these guys – a big thank 
you once again.  
   I hope you have had a 
good Easter and are  
looking forward to the 
new term. Amongst other 
animal-themed items, we 
will be singing Captain 
Noah and his Floating 
Zoo by Michael Flanders 
and Joseph Horovitz, 
which sounds like great 
fun. For more details, see 
Page 2. 
   I look forward to  
seeing you for our first 
rehearsal on 13 April. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Jen 
Chair 
 

From the Chair 
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Summer Term 

 

First Rehearsal Summer Term 
 

13 April 
 

Audition Day for new Musical Director 
 

16 April 
 

Summer Concert — Animal Crackers! United Church Hall, Crowborough 
 

25 June 

First Rehearsal Autumn Term (tbc) 7 September 

Christmas Concert — Crowborough Community Centre 10 December 

 

Dates for your diary 
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W ith the title ‘Animal Crackers’,  
our summer concert this year 

will include music featuring all  
creatures, great and small. The  
starting point will be Captain Noah 
and his Floating Zoo, by Viennese-
born British composer Joseph  
Horovitz (below left) and with a witty 
libretto by Michael Flanders (below 
right), the writer and performer of 
comic songs, best known for his stage 
partnership with Donald Swann. 
   Captain Noah and his Floating Zoo 
is a light-hearted setting of the biblical 
story and chronicles the adventures of 

Noah, charged by God to build an ark 
in order to preserve mankind and all 
creatures on Earth. Written in 1970,  
it quickly became a favourite of  
children and adults alike, winning an 
Ivor Novello award in 1976, and went 
on to be recorded by the King’s  
Singers. It was also made into an  
animated film. 
   As well as Captain Noah and his 
Floating Zoo we’ll be singing other 
works, including choruses from  
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Cats, along 
with readings and a number of solo 
and ensemble pieces. If you have an 
idea for something animal related 
(however tenuously) that you would 
like to sing or read, please let Colin 
know as soon as  
possible at the beginning of term so 
that it can be incorporated into the 
programme. 
   As we did last summer, the plan is 
for us to have a bring-and-share sup-
per after the music so that we have the 
chance to sit down with our friends 

and families in the audience and enjoy 
a meal together. As yet, however, 
there are no plans for us to dress up as 
animals, although if you’d like to 
come along in your teddy-bear  
onesie, then please feel free to do so! 

Animal Crackers! 

 Audition Day 

100 Club news         

   There are still eight prizes to be 
won this season, so it is always a 
great pleasure to draw a new number. 
I am pleased to say I have already had 
one enquiry to join the 100 Club for 
the next season, which starts in  
September – now that’s forward  
planning!  
 
I hope you all had a Happy Easter. 
 
 

Joyce 

We have now had four of our six 
draws for this season. One winner this 
season was so amazed to win – she 
was convinced it was as useful to light 
the fire with her subs as have a chance 
of her number coming up. I can’t tell 
you what pleasure it gave me to prove 
her wrong! 
   As ever, many thanks to all our loyal 
members who help contribute towards 
financing our concerts, like the recent 
Vivaldi/Schubert concert which was so 
enjoyed.  

Just to remind you that Audition Day 
to find Colin’s replacement as Musical 
Director takes place on Saturday 16 
April.  
   Don’t forget that the time has been 
brought forward so that one of our 
candidates is able to sing at a friend’s 
wedding in Westminster Abbey later 
in the day.  
   Please arrive in time to be seated 

Some of you will already have a copy of 
the SATB version of Captain Noah and 
his Floating Zoo, so please bring it with 
you to the first rehearsal on 13 April.  
If you don’t have one, copies will be 
available to hire for a small charge (any 
of you wishing to buy the score should 
already have let me know by email). 
The other pieces to be sung this term 
will also be available to borrow. 
 
Sheila 
 

Next term’s music       

final choice.  
   This is a very important day for  
everyone who sings with Crow-
borough Choral Society and it  
promises to be a very exciting one. 
 
 
Jane 

 

and ready to warm up at 8.45 am so 
that we can start with the first candidate 
promptly at 9 am.  
   With two further candidates to work 
with at 10 am and 11 am (with breaks 
for refreshments in between), we 
should be finished by 12 noon. 
   The questionnaires you complete and 
the preferences you indicate will then 
aid the Selection Panel in making the 


